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hands was entrusted by their common leader, the capture
of the British fort at Mackinaw. ¢ That fort,” according
to the description of an eminent writer, “ standing on the
south side of the strait between lakes Huron and Michigan,
was one of the most important positions on the frontiers.
It was the place of deposit, and point of departure between
the upper and lower countries ; the traders always assem-
bled there, on their voyages to and from Montreal. Con-
nected with it, was an area of two acres, inclosed with
cedar wood pickets, and extending on one side so near to
the water’s edge, that a western wind always drew the
waves against the foot of the stockade. There were about
thirty houses within the limits, inhabited by about the
same number of families. The only ordinance on the bas-
tions were two small brass pieces. The garrison numbered
between ninety and one hundred.”

The important enterprise of the capture of this impor-
tant and indispensable post, was entrusted into the hands
of Mih-neh-weh-na, the great war chieftain of the Ojibways
of Mackinaw, whom we have already mentioned, and by
the manner in which he superintended and managed the
affair, to a complete and successful issue, he approved him-
self a worthy lieutenant of the great head and leader of
the war, the Ottawa chieftain Pontiac.

The Ottawas of Lake Michigan being more friendly
disposed to the British, were not called on by the politic
Ojibway chieftain for help in this enterprise, and a know-
ledge of the secret plan of attack was carefully kept from
them, for fear that they would inform their English friends,
and place them on their guard. In fact, every person of
his own tribe whom he suspected of secret good-will to-
wards any of the new British traders, Min-neh-weh-na
sent away from the scene of the intended attack, with the
admonition that death would be their sure fate, should the



